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The clock ticks down to
Brighton and Pride

There are a number of events taking place throughout July in the lead up to this year's Brighton Pride event. Heats
for the 'Pride's Got Talent' competition take place at the Queen's Arms on Wednesdays with the final on August 1st
with the winner receiving £100, the Pride's Got Talent Trophy and they'll be performing live on the cabaret stage at
Pride. The competition is open to anyone and to enter just pick up an entry form in the bar or turn up at a heat with
your backing tracks by 8.30pm, the heats begin at 9.15pm.

Of course Brighton Pride isn't just about the Parade and Preston Park event on August 4th, there's a whole week of

events taking place before the big day. The Brighton Lesbian and Gay Sports Society (BLAGSS) are holding a Walk

and Picnic on the 29t h, for more information ab opnt t h
bowling and squash on the 31st followed by a cycle ride and picnic on August 3rd, more information at
www.blagss.org

'Sing for the Start of Pride Week' is at the Queen's Arms on July 30th at 9pm with Spice presenting Karaoke. There's
'Spotlight' with Ms Trudi Styles at the Joogleberry Playhouse on July 31st. If you love musicals this is just up your
street (or Broadway) and there are special guest stars lined up. The show starts at 8pm and tickets cost £7 with £1
going to Pride. Also that evening it's the Pride Piano Bar at the Queen's Arms with Miss Jason and Tim Nail. There's
complementary sandwiches and a raffle in aid of Pride, entry is free but donations to Pride are very much welcomed.

Al so on the 31st thereds 60ut and Out ; at the Jubil ee L
more information about this on 01273 206 655.

On August 1st iit's the Pride's Got Talent Final at the (
big wrestling fan, ok an obsessed wrestling -dnlmeco.gkhag | 0\
on the 1st at the Candy Bar thereds mud wrestling. The f

August 2nd and 3rd, at St Andrew's Church it's 'WhipCrackAway!" with the Brighton and Hove (actually) Gay Men's
Chorus hosted by David Raven with everything from comedy numbers to pop ballads and even a bit of opera. Tickets
cost £9 (concessions on the door £6) and the show starts at 7.45pm.

At the Joogleberry Playhouse it's 'Bright'n'Queer' with laughs guaranteed from comics such as David Meech, Phil
Dukes, Nicky Mitchell and Maddie Bridgett. There's also a rare UK appearance by San Francisco comedy star, Pippi
Lovestocking and a chance to see some new comedy talent. The evening is hosted by Bright'n'Queer's resident
compére, Steve Bustin. All profits of the show will be going to Pride 2007. More information at
www.brightnqueer.co.uk The show starts at 8pm and tickets cost £5. Tickets can be booked on 01273 687171.

On August 3rd it's ‘Camp It Up for Pride' at the Queen's Arms with DJ Andy B hosting a special Pride Camp Attack

and there's cabaret from Betty Swollocks. You can text Andy your requests and dedications on 07946792444,
Thereb6s also a Trans Film Night at the Friends Meeting
6Boys Donét Cryd at 8. 15pm.

The Pride event begins with the traditional Parade whi cl
park event at Preston Park which again this year is totally free. There are also plenty of street parties including the St

James St Party, the Bulldog Street Party and the Marlborough Party. For more information about all events go to
www.brightonpride.org

Throughout Pride Weekend Legends hosts O6Pride On The Te
outside on Brightonots | argest seafront terrace. Thereods
On The Terraceb6 culminate in 12 hours of outdoor partyi.

The Mag Online
Editor: Steve Ashfield
Contributors: Steve Ashfield, Over The Rainbow, Pretty Pink Pearl, Gscene, Gay
Surrey
Contact the Editor by calling him on 07804 348 642

or emailing him at: mageditoruk@yahoo.co.uk
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Hampshire Constabulary gives go
ahead for uniformed officers to
march at Brighton Gay Pride

Hampshire Constabulary has decided to allow
uniformed officers to participate in this year's Brighton
Gay Pride March, on August 4. In previous years, Mr.
Paul Kernaghan, the Chief Constable has said that
uniformed officers should not participate in any public
march.

This decision has been reviewed after being advised
of a recent change in the nature of the Gay Pride
March. The Sussex Gay Police Association and
Sussex Police will exercise overt control of police

participation in the wider event. Officers marching in
uniform in the parade will therefore be clearly
differentiated from those performing 'operational duty'.

Mr Kernaghan said: "The force's Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender Resource Group have
persuaded me that participation in the contemporary
Brighton Gay Pride event is compatible with my total
commitment to police impartiality.

This decision helps to reinforce our corporate efforts to
be seen as an employer and service of choice, whilst
not compromising the essential impartiality that | see
as the cornerstone of police professionalism."

He added: "I have been disappointed that some ill-
informed observers have sought, over the years, to
portray a decision based on protecting police
impartiality as in some way detracting from the force's
commitment to equality and fairness. The consistently
high placing of the force in the Stonewall Equality
Index objectively refutes that slur."

The Chief Constable and other officers from the
constabulary have staffed recruiting and advice stalls
at Gay Pride events in the past, including at
Bournemouth

CITIZENS ADVICE COMMITTED
PRIDE AND YOUR RIGHTS

The Citizens Advice Service will be present at the
Pride events in London, Cardiff, Birmingham and
Manchester this summer. Working together with the
Youth Volunteer team, they will be promoting CAB
local services and calling for new volunteers from the
LGBT community.

The Citizens Advice National Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
Group (NLGBG) will be heading up the teams at each
stall and will be particularly celebrating the
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fundamental changes and improvements in the rights of Gay,
Lesbian and Bi-sexual people in the past year They will be

Citizens Advice

(sexual orientation)
Regulations 2007,
which now makes
it illegal to refuse
goods and
services on the
basis of a person's
sexual orientation.
There will be also awareness raising information on how civil
partnerships can affect most benefits to regulations on
discrimination and equality in employment law, especially if
people have been on the receiving end of unfair treatment or
discrimination.

Equality Act
M Ay oryour comnny

The Citizens Advice service presence at Pride is also
highlighting how local bureaux support initiatives in the
community. This year the Citizens Advice service was one of
only four voluntary organisations to appear in 2007
Stonewall Workplace Equality Index of the top 100 gay-
friendly employers - coming 42nd, up from 62nd in 2006.

Each stall at Pride will have up to date information on
relevant laws, and can direct clients to seven specialist
project units across England and Wales which have been set
up to deal with case work and to represent clients in
discrimination and employment tribunals and court, if
required. As part of this commitment to equality and
diversity, the team will be promoting how local bureaux want
more members of the LGBT community to volunteer. The
volunteer hotline is 08451 264 264

David Harker, chief executive of Citizens Advice said:
"Being part of Pride celebrates our diversity within the
Citizens Advice service. We want to send the vital message
to the LGBT community, their friends and families that we
really are here for everyone. We hope lots of people will stop
by our stalls to find out more about our services and
volunteering opportunities." For more information go to
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

BANANARAMA JOIN IN AT THE
BIGGEST GAY PARTY NIGHT IN
NOTTINGHAM EVER

Nottingham Pride has been going from strength the strength
since moving to the Arboretum in 2003 when people came
to celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender lives. By
2006 the live music on the bandstand, more stalls than ever
before and a real party atmosphere brought around 10,000
to enjoy a sunny day in the park.

This year the party in the park will even bigger, even better
and for the first time will be followed by a spectacular night-
time event just around the corner at Nottingham Trent
Students Union.
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The theme for this year's Pride 'Sparkle with Pride' will be : .

continued into the evening party as the venue itself gets HUdderSfleId Plnk

dressed to impress with walls, ceilings, dance floors and bars in P :

the 2,000 capacity venue being transformed Cinderella style by ICNIC

interior designers C H
elebrates its

The biggest gay night Nottingham has ever seen is not just :

going to look good - it's also going to sound pretty good too as let Blrthday

the real and still gorgeous Bananarama relive their greatest hits,
live on stage. Bringing some kick-ass attitude to the event is
Diva cover girl, Axe Girl of Channel 4 fame 'Musicool' and her The Huddersfield Pink Picnic takes place at Castle
girl band. Hill on July 21st with over four and a half thousand
people expected to attend. There's main stage
Saturday 28th July 2007 will be one to remember. The party is entertainment beginning at midday with an official
9pm till 3am and tickets are £15 in advance. opening at 1.30pm by Mark Carter, Huddersfield's
very own Mr Gay UK.
Nottingham Pride takes place at Arboretum Park in Nottingham
on July 28th from midday to 6pm with all the usual attractions DJs from The New Union and Nefertiti's will be
youbd expect at a Pride par k providing music untii 8om and live entertainment:
might even be decent. For more information go to includes Out of the Gray at 2.30pm, Soraya Vivian
www.nottinghampride.co.uk at 3.30pm, Claire Chanel and Ada James at 4pm,
Jess Gardham at 4.30pm and Secrets Out at 5pm.
. . There are also several appearances by The Pride
Fam”y F“endly BBQ part of Manchester Sisters, in fact they make so many it might be hard

Pride event to drag (pun intended) them off stage.

Main stage will see the final of the Karaoke Pride
Families and children are being encouraged to get involved with competition where those who have qualified from

this year o0s Manchester Pr i d ethe heats held at The New Union and Nefertiti's g

organised family friendly BBQ. will be hoping to grab some glory. That takes
place at 3pm and there are competitions for the

The event will be on Saturday 25 August in Cathedral Gardens, bestdressed pet, best outfit and best picnic.

outside Urbis, the exhibition centre of city life. Children can enjoy

delicious BBQ food, have their faces painted and join in with There's plenty of market and information stalls

various arts and craft workshops based on the colours of the including Pretty Pink Pearl who you can find out
rainbow. lots more about on pages 56 and 57 of this edition.

Pride in the Park, the official pre-parade party, will give kids and As this is the 21st anniversary of the Pink Picnic

their parents an opportunity to relax and enjoy the atmosphere there's also a fringe festival with a BBQ on the
away from the hectic Canal Street Carnival. 27th at the New Union and on the 28th there's the
'‘Lady Fringe' which is being held at the Lawrence

Jackie Crozier, Festival Manager at Manchester Pride says: Batley Theatre.

APride in the Par k i s an e X )

Weekend and important in that it provides a welcoming place for This will be compered by Clitty Rubquick and

LGBT families to join in the -includes singers Fasciani and Jess Gardham,
tickets cost £8.50.

AWith music, refreshments and

able to relax in a wonder ful , Theeventisnowacommunityrunone with a new
committee this year made up of a cross section of

While youdbre in Manchester yo People across the Kirklees LGBT community.

Exhibition, more information about that can be read on page 22 Organisers are asking for a £3 donation to enter

of this edition. the field but this is voluntary. All money raised will

contribute towards the continuing success of the
For more information, please call Urbis on 0161 605 8200 or visit Pink Picnic plus the Brunswick Centre and other
www.manchesterpride.com local LGBT Groups. For more information go to

www.hudddersfieldpinkpicnic.com

we

pec
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Welcome to
THE MAG ONLINE

Welcome to the first edition of this brand new
online magazine for the LGBT community. This
debut publication is jam packed with tons of infor-
mation from across the
interested in theatre, sport, politics, travel, civil
partnerships, history or support group news
therebs definitely plen

We also have a Myspace site at
www.myspace.com/magonline  so why not be-
come a friend of the site and in between editions
we o1l | be putting out b
and reviews.

If you want to write for us, then just get in touch
with  me by emaiing me at. magedito-
ruk@yahoo.co.uk or calling me on 07804 348 642.
Those are also the contact addresses if you have

a news item youbdd |i ke
take advantage of our ridiculously low advertising
rates. We o | | be back 3

you enjoy this edition, see you all very soon.

THE CLUB

Herebs the story so far
Clive used to be the boss of a much larger club
until a scandal got him the sack. He doesn't know
that it was his much younger boyfriend, Jimmy,
who caused him to lose his job. Clive is now the
assistant manager at The Club managed by his
former boyfriend  who he just happened to sleep
with at a very drunken party. Meanwhile Jimmy
has been getting some mysterious phone calls
that could lead to him repeating his previous
actions that cost Clive his job.

The Club's karaoke hostess is Betty Bender who
dreams of being on television. Betty gets an
audition for a late-night quiz show whose producer
just happens to be going out with his ex-boyfriend
who dumped him because of his heavy drinking.

Sarah works behind the bar at the club, she has
plenty of young women chasing her but is in a
relationship with part-time accounts clerk Jude
who just happens to not just be much older than
her but about to celebrate her twentieth wedding
anniversary. Upset at Jude refusing to leave her
husband and not going to the office party Sarah
ends up sleeping with the teenage girl who's been
continually staring at her in the club. Ever short of
money Sarah gets some part-time catering work
and is shocked when she sees Jude at the top
table. The story continues on page 39.
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PARSHIP GETS SERIOUS ABOUT GAY ONLINE DATING

PARSHIP, Europe's largest and most successful scientifically-based proven online dating service, with over 2.2
million members, has launched the first UK website to target the three million gay men and gay women in Britain who
are looking for a serious relationship.

The company is part of a gay dating network with a presence in seven European countries - UK, Germany,
Switzerland, Austria, Belgium, Spain and Netherlands. The service will be extended to France, Denmark and
Sweden over the next six months.

According to research commissioned by PARSHIP, online dating services and chatrooms have now become the
most popular way for gay people to get a date - no less than 87% of gay men and 58% of gay women claim to have
used them over the last 12 months. Yet until now, the research suggests, the right match has remained elusive in
Britain's gay community: over the same period just 18% of gay men and 27% of gay women have had a serious
relationship, even though 47% and 41% respectively are actively looking for a serious long-term relationship. A mere
16% and 18% are looking for a series of casual flings.

PARSHIP.co.uk has adapted its proprietary psychometric test, created by Hamburg University, for the Gay-PARSHIP
service. Based on 40 years of scientific research, the PARSHIP test is able to match people who have both similar
and complementary personality traits - the requirements for a harmonious relationship.

Tony Blin-Stoyle, PARSHIP.co.uk country manager and former managing director of UpMyStreet.com and FT.com
commented: "Serious online dating services are growing three times more quickly than casual dating sites,
However, until now, the industry has done little to develop a serious dating and relationship service for gay men and
women, even though 44% are actively looking for a long-term relationship.

Over the coming months we plan to sign a string of partnership deals with the specialist gay media. All our partners
will be able to take advantage of our recently implemented interactive voice response system. This combines the
current PARSHIP dating model with telephone driven personal voice greetings and advertisements, allowing media
owners to dramatically increase revenue streams from personals advertisements."

PARSHIP Research was conducted by Facts International and questioned 1,000 adults over the age of 18 on their
attitudes and experiences of dating.

The 80-question test was created by German psychologist Prof. Hugo Schmale and a team of scientists and
psychologists from Hamburg University. Based on 40 years of empirical data and clinical research, the PARSHIP
Test evaluates the characteristics, values and interests, which determine the dynamics of a relationship. It is the
results of an individual's test that allow him or her to be matched with someone whose personality has the right
balance of similar and complementary characteristics - in other words, a potential partner.

PUTTING GAY-PARSHIP TO THE TEST

The UK's gay dating scene has taken another step closer to maturity, with the launch of gay-Parship.co.uk, the first
online dating site that uses a unique psychometric test to match clients with others that have the right balance of
similar and complementary characteristics.

Russell Hawkins aged 24, an Actor and PR Consultant from Epsom and Mike James aged 32, an Education Tour
Director from York have been in a happy relationship for almost nine months.
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The couple recently took gay-PARSHIP's psychometric test separately and have subsequently had their results
analysed by expert psychologist Victoria Lukats, who has a strong interest in research and psychometric tests. She
commented:

"The psychometric test developed by Parship is based on the type of personality profiles that large companies now
use to screen potential employees. However, in this case it is to look at those traits, attitudes, lifestyle habits and
interests which are believed to determine compatibility in relationships".

Almost nine months down the track, the happy couple are currently looking to move in together in a London flat, and
are seriously considering the idea of civil partnership for the near future. Russell said: "Unlike any past relationship, |
really feel like | have now met my match. | simply cannot imagine my life without Mike now. Our relationship has
grown and established naturally into a really strong bond and Mike has become both my best friend and partner. |
have no fears about the future now, because | honestly believe | will spend it with Mike by my side".

The couple were interested in putting gay-PARSHIP's psychometric test into action and were keen to see how
compatible they were considered to be. They hoped to learn more about their relationship as a couple and ways to
nurture and care for its further development.

THE RESULTS:

According to their test results they appear to be an exceptionally good match. They have a compatibility score of
79% which placed Mike as Russell's top potential match. Had they not already had the pleasure of meeting one
another it could be predicted that they would get on really well, form an instant friendship and naturally feel at ease in
each others company.

In an established relationship, one of the areas in which it is really important to be closely matched is the desire for
emotional intimacy. Mike and Russell have identical scores here. They both enjoy a healthy balance between
sharing their time with one another and sharing their thoughts and feelings on the one hand and also having a good
degree of independence in the relationship. This is a very positive factor and one which will stand them in good
stead in the future.

When it comes to socialising and spending time with other people, they both feel energized by spending time with
other people and seem to enjoy socialising. This is another section in which they were identically matched. Russell
seems to be a little more shy or nervous of meeting new people than Mike but this is balanced by his overall desire
for social interaction so this is unlikely to become any sort of problem. Some people are just naturally shyer for one
reason or another, but it doesn't seem to hold him back. In contrast, Mike is generally the more extroverted one of
the couple.

In terms of their every day lives, they both share a like of order and structure in their daily routines. They probably
tend to plan things out (sometimes meticulously) in advance. This is a good thing that they are similarly matched in
this area, although this seems to be a more marked personality trait for Mike than it is for Russell. If they have
similar enough opinions on how things should be planned then this will be satisfactory but there could be potential for
conflict if Mike is pushing for more structure, routine and order than Russell is happy with.

For example, they could end up disagreeing over how they plan their holidays and social life, how they divide the
housework and how they do their shopping etc. That said this issue may not arise to any major degree since they do
seem to have so much in common and they may only have disagreements in this area if they are both under stress
and feeling pressured for time.

Mike has a much more assertive reaction tendency than Russell. This means he has a greater need to call the shots
in decision making than Russell does. They compliment each other here. Russell is certainly not lacking in
assertiveness but this trait is less pronounced for him and he is much more likely to be tolerant and indulgent even
when frustrated - especially with someone he loves. Since Mike is very assertive, they appear to be a good match
when it comes to making decisions or dealing with conflict as Russell provides some balance here. They could really
clash if Russell were as assertive as Mike, or if he were not as tolerant.

A word of caution though: even though Mike can be assertive, when tensions arise, he has a tendency to withdraw
from the situation rather than tackling things head-on. Russell is the opposite and it would appear that he prefers to
resolve any issue there and then rather than letting things stew. For the relationship to be successful it might be
predicted that they will have to find an efficient way to deal with conflict.

Conflict by its very nature can be difficult and frustrating. On the odd occasion that they do disagree, Mike is likely to
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find that more and more he can tell Russell what
is on his mind without having to resort to pulling
away completely and Russell is likely to
encourage Mike to open up more and talk things
through calmly. Russell tends to remain more
level-headed when faced with unforeseen
obstacles and this will probably encourage Mike
to do the same but Russell should be careful to
ensure that his words are not interpreted as
patronising.

They are both fairly unconventional people
(Russell even more so than Mike according to
their test results). They both aspire to originality
and creativeness and this is probably reflected in
their professional lives. Perhaps this is even part
of the attraction? Overall, this is a very promising
match and one with great potential.

Russell and Mike first met early last summer and
after their first date (a trip on the London Eye and
romantic meal on the South bank) the pair
realised they shared a lot in common and had
already felt a strong bond had developed between
them, even in a short space of time.

After several subsequent dates, Russell and Mike
decided to date seriously and since then they
have never looked back! They feel that their
combination of interests, wants/desires from a
relationship and hopes for the future have
provided a strong core for their relationship to
develop around, which has obviously allowed for
further development and growth that is still
occurring.

After taking gay-PARSHIP's unique test, both
Russell and Mike were pleased and amazed by
its accurate and factual findings.

Russell's response:

"l was both nervous and excited to hear Parship's
results on mine and Mike's relationship, but the
results have only confirmed how compatible | feel
we are and how our relationship is built on strong
foundations. | now know the key areas that we
need to work around to keep our relationship
fresh and healthy, but was amazed at both the
complexity and accuracy of Parship's test".

Mike's response:

"The results of the test were really accurate in
terms of our personality traits, and they brought a
few ideas to light in our relationship which I'd
never considered. It has made me think a bit
more about my own personality and emotional
needs in relation to Russell's. It's also great to
know that statistically, we are as compatible as |
thought we were."

For more information go to www.parship.co.uk
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Dates Announced for the
2007 Gay Wedding Show

| f

youobr e

planned a civil
2008, then you just have to go
to the Gay Wedding Show. The
shows are full of the information
that you need to make sure
your big day runs the way you
want it to.

The Gay Wedding Show returns
to The Hilton Metropole in
Brighton on November 25th. It'll
be a day of swing, soul and
passion with plenty of surprises
on the day and begins with an
opening speech by Brighton
City Council Leader, Councillor Simon Burgess who says "I'm
proud to live in a city that was so quick to embrace civil
partnerships as a wonderful celebration of a couples loving
commitment to each other. In this city we have such beautiful
backdrops and venues in which to hold that special day - from
the sea to the downs, from the Pavilion to the best nightclubs.
Please come and see what all the exhibitors have to offer at this
great show."

During the day you'll be able to see a range of example civil
partnerships, religious and independent from the registration
service, MCC Church and Civil Ceremonies.

The day will be hosted by local Drag Queen, Fonda Cox and on
arrival at the venue you'll be welcomed by Venetian Statues,
having a civil partnership may well be a moving experience but
that's the last thing those statues will be doing.

Entertainment during the day includes the Saxophone Quartet,
Anacrusis, Chip Jenkins, Jo Paige, Alter Ego, Magician and Marc
Lemezma

The Gay Wedding Show in Manchester takes place at the
Manchester Town Hall on November 18th. The event begins
with an opening speech by Councillor Mary Murphy and Paul
Fairweather and is hosted by Dixi Tucker. Artists performing
during the day are Classical and Contemporary Singer, Rebecca
Newman, Jess Gardham and 'Slightly Twisted' magician, Qenny

The Gay Wedding Show in Cardiff takes place on November 4th
at the Cardiff City Hall with the opening speech being made by
MP Chris Bryant and hosted by Amber Dextrous. Performing on
the day will be GypsyFire, a Dusty Springfield tribute act and
Qenny. If you're planning to stay overnight in Cardiff, why not try
the Ty Rosa' a boutique gay B&B with rooms from £39 and
excellent facilities. If you quote the Gay Wedding Show you'll
receive a 10% discount.

This years events are being sponsored by John Lewis and
Charter Travel For more information go to
www.gayweddingshow.co.uk

partner






